
What You Need to Know When 
Starting a Business in Downtown Nevada City 

 

Welcome! This checklist will help you get your doors open as quickly and painlessly as possible. It’s 

important to keep in mind that the entire downtown area is on the National Register of Historic Places, 

which brings with it some unique regulations. As a new business owner, it’s valuable to have a clear 

understanding of these regulations and how they help keep Nevada City the gem that it is. 

Regulations: 

• Neon and internally lit signs are not allowed 

• A-frame signs are not permitted 

• Exterior paint colors are limited (check with the city to determine appropriate colors) 

Sign Permit: A permit is required for all new business signage in Nevada City. Check with City Hall for the 

application. Signs are required to fit the historical guidelines including color and materials. Signs need to 

be approved by the planning commission, which only meets once per month, so apply early to avoid 

delays. Look at the other signs around town to get an idea of what is a good fit.  

Sidewalks: You are responsible for keeping the sidewalk in front of your business clean and free of 

debris. This includes removing snow and ice in inclement weather.  

Parking: Employees and owners are asked not to park in public parking lots or anywhere with a meter. 

This helps keep the central parking spaces available for your patrons and those of your neighboring 

businesses patrons. 

Get Involved: 

• Attend the monthly Downtown Business Meetups hosted by the Nevada City Chamber. Meet ups 

are a great way to get to know your neighbors and stay informed about what’s happening in 

town. Meet-ups take place the last Wednesday of each month at 9am at City Hall.  

• Join our Downtown Business email list to stay up to date on what’s happening. Email Stuart at 

stuart@nevadacitychamber.com to be added to the list.  

Important Contacts: 

• Nevada City Chamber of Commerce 

o Executive Director: Stuart Baker, stuart@nevadacitychamber.com 

o 132 Main Street, Nevada City 

o 530-265-2692 or www.nevadacitychamber.com 

• Nevada City City Hall  

o City Manager: Sean Grayson, sean.grayson@nevadacityca.gov 

o 317 Broad Street, Nevada City 

o 530-265-2496 or www.nevadacityca.gov  

• Nevada City Police Department 

o Police Chief: Dan Foss, dan.foss@nevadacityca.gov 

o Located inside City Hall 

o Non-emergency number: 530-265-4700 
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