
Chasing Gold
People around the world were lured to California during the Gold Rush. They 

came chasing promises of fortune and sought to escape political turmoil. By 1852 
about 30,000 French had arrived. About one third of these French prospectors 

came to the mines of this region. By the mid-1850s many of these French 
miners, merchants, and entrepreneurs had settled here in North Bloomfield, 
then known as Humbug City. French culture and language dominated in their 

community and persisted for decades. A concentration of French 
businesses and residences developed in and around the area that 
surrounds you. 

These claims are owned mostly by Frenchmen, and some 
forty are employed on the works. The hotel is well filled 
with boarders, and French appears to be the ruling 
language. It may with reason be said that the French have 
taken Humbug.

-Nevada Daily Transcript, 28 Sept 1866

Courtesy of Special Collections & Archives, UC San Diego.

News of the California gold discovery 
reached France during the tumultuous times of 
the French Revolution. This turbulent political 
atmosphere fueled a gold frenzy that swept 
through France in November 1848. 

Preying on this excitement numerous 
so-called California Societies emerged. They 
offered passage to California and membership 
in a mining company. Many of these companies 
failed to provide any of the promised support 
once passengers landed in San Francisco. Many 
French gold seekers were forced to fend for 
themselves. 

Madame Auguste’s Hotel de France at North Bloomfield 
may have looked very similar to the Hotel de Paris in Nevada 
City pictured above. It was operated by various French 
individuals and partners in the 1850s. Courtesy of the Searls 
Historical Library, PIC 4-NEV1 28. 

Bustling Business
Many businesses lined both sides of Main St. in the 

1850s and ‘60s. The Hotel de France, opened by Madame 
Auguste in 1855, provided meals and shelter for fortune 
seekers working claims. The hotel operated into the 
1860s. The Empire Store was opened by Antoine Mayoux 
and Marie Petitjean in 1856. Today this store, located on 
Main Street at Relief Hill Road, is known as the McKillican 
and Mobley store, after later owners. 

What Was Here?

The small gulch below was once known as Brewery Ravine. The 
Humbug Brewery was located here in the early 1860s. The brewery 

was a joint venture financed by French nationals Emile Weiss and 
Augustin Isoard. Both men invested in mining and other 

commercial ventures in the area. 

In honor of W.W. Kallenberger, a North Bloomfield native and author, who often wrote about the history of 
the town, including its French settlers.

From Le Tour du Monde, Voyage in Californie, by M.L. Simonin, 1859. 
Courtesy of Dr. C. Chalmers.

North Bloomfield residents outside of the McKillican and Mobley Store (previously Petitjean and Mayoux’s store), ca. 1870s.  
Courtesy of the Searls Historical Library, PIC 4-BLO 12.
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