
Fourth Annual Local Heroes’ Memorial Bridge Tours 2015 
 

	  

On Monday, May 25th, the Friends of Nevada County Military 
will host the Fourth Annual Local Heroes’ Memorial Bridge 
Tours.  Commemorating most—but not all-- of our local fallen 
heroes are memorial plaques located on bridges throughout the 
greater Grass Valley and Nevada City area.  These markers 
honor local heroes after whom the bridges were dedicated who 
perished in the Viet Nam, Iraq and Afghanistan wars. The 
plaques have been funded and installed over a thirty years 
period by local military service organizations, in concert with 
state and local legislative requirements. 

 

Although the plaque locations are inconspicuous, being 
situated beneath, above or adjacent to roadways, we pass by 
them on a regular basis.  Most of us notice that twice a year, 
on Memorial Day and Veterans’ Day, they are adorned with 
yellow roses and American flags.  The Local Heroes’ 
Memorial Bridge Tours were organized to invite the 
community to honor our fallen by visiting the plaques by foot, 
bicycle or bus.  Local veterans and docents will posted at each 
plaque and provide you information regarding the local hero. 

 

The event has a simple goal: to bring community awareness to 
these icons of remembrance and the men who they honor as 
part of our local Memorial Day activities.  The tours will 
begin at Pioneer Park in Nevada City after the 9 am Veterans 
of Foreign War ceremony with a bike tour on which 

you may visit most of the Memorial Bridges to the Grass 
Valley Veterans’ Hall.  A walking tour of heroes’ plaques in 
Nevada City will also begin after the VFW ceremony. 

The American Legion services begin at the Vets’ Hall at 11:00 
am.  The walking and bus tours will begin at approximately	  
1:00 pm after the services and end at approximately 3 pm. 

 

The	  Grass Valley Memorial Bridge walking tours comprise 
two 1-mile walks to see 7 of our 15 bridge memorials. One 
walk will feature the Gold Star Memorial Bridge dedicated in 
March 2013 for three local heroes of Operation Freedom in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  The other will feature Viet Nam heroes 
at locations along South Auburn Rd. These and the 8 other 
plaques in Nevada City and between Nevada City and Grass 
Valley, all of which may be seen on the bus tour.	  

 

A Memorial Bridge map showing the plaque locations and 
brief soldier biographies will be available at the Friends of 
Nevada County Military website, www.fncm.org/newsroom. 
To participate in the tours or volunteer to be a plaque docent, 
please contact one of the following organizers: Pat Nelson 
(477-8480), Catherine Ione-Perkins (906-3668), Louise Bock  
(913-8969) or Joyce Yaksick (615-1920). 


