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T.O.T. Recap
Transient Occupancy Tax collected 

at City Hall over past ten years:

Fiscal Year Totals

1997-98: $289,144

1998-99: $348,540

1999-00: $362,471

2000-01: $366,861

2001-02: $354,589

2002-03: $332,930

2003-04: $331,668

2004-05: $353,350

2005-06: $333,733

2006-07: $344,443

Please Note:
Nevada City Chamber of Commerce
receives 8% of all collected TOT ––

$27,555  for  fiscal year 2006-07

Sales Tax Income Recap
Nevada City’s Share of Sales Tax 

income over the past ten years

Fiscal Year Totals

1997-98: $  877,082

1998-99:    726,517

1999-00:  1,100,256

2000-01:  1,037,411

2001-02:    947,138

2002-03:    990,304

2003-04:  1,178,213

2004-05:  1,066,839

2005-06:  914,800

2006-07:  1,124,133 

Please Note:
During the 2004/05 fiscal year, the

Legislature created a different formula
for distributing sales tax.  The new 

formula reduces Nevada City’s share 
of sales tax income and increases its

share of property tax income.

Mardi Gras 2008 Will Saunter Down
Broad Street on Sunday, February 3rd

When the 2008 edition of Mardi
Gras Nevada City arrives in Febru-
ary, be on the lookout for cunning
pirates and their swashbuckling
adversaries, because the chamber’s
Mardi Gras committee has selected
Pirates Quest for Gold as the theme.

The weekend will begin with a
Saturday night masquerade ball at
Miners Foundry, followed by a fes-

INTERESTED IN A NEW APPROACH TO

PROMOTING NEVADA COUNTY?
CALL THE CHAMBER OFFICE • 265-2692

Foothill Theatre Company Presents
‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ Radio Version

Remember the good old days of
radio when people had to use their
imagination?  When the mind was a
stage?  Well, those days are back ––
only better!

Beginning November 15 and
running through December 30 at
the Nevada Theatre on Broad Street,
The Foothill Theatre Company will
present a classic holiday story adapt-
ed for the stage.

Inspired by the timeless film It's
a Wonderful Life, the play –– pre-
sented by FTC as a live radio per-
formance –– is an innovative adapta-
tion that includes familiar radio
sound effects.  So turn back the
clock and set the dial for a double
dose of holiday nostalgia. 

This nifty spin on a film favorite
hearkens back to the golden age of
radio when families gathered togeth-
er for inspirational broadcasts and
wholesome entertainment. Drawn
directly from the enduring Frank

Capra movie, It’s A Wonderful Life: A
Radio Play is a vibrant celebration of
simple goodwill, community and
cheer in the face of holiday hard-

ships endured by popular Beford
Falls businessman George Bailey ––
a man on the brink of suicide.

For ticket information and spe-
cific dates and times for all perform-
ances, please call 265-8587, or visit:  
www.foothilltheatre.org

tive, lively parade on Sunday, begin-
ning at 2:00 p.m.  In addition, a
family-oriented street fair is being
planned for Sunday.

George and Christine Foster
have been named King & Queen for
the weekend, Bill Holman Grand
Duke, and Francine Holland Grand
Duchess.  The Grand Marshal will
be named soon.
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July 21, 1928: Early-Morning Fire Gutted
Alpha Hardware & Supply Co. Building

Steel trusses for a new roof were
ordered from Oakland, crews went
to work, and the new store opened
for business before Thanksgiving
Day 1928.  During the reconstruc-
tion period, Alpha operated the best
it could from 221 Broad Street ––
now Citizen’s Restaurant.

––S.C.

History books recount Nevada
City’s three “Great Fires” of the 19th
century –– 1851, ‘56 and ‘63 –– but
there have been several other serious
conflagrations over the years,
including the July 21, 1928 blaze
that gutted Alpha Hardware and
Supply Co. on Broad Street.

At 4:00 a.m., telephone operator
Jane Springer noticed two red lights
on her switchboard at the Pacific
Telephone & Telegraph Co. office at
318 Broad Street, (now occupied by
Posh Nosh), indicating to her that
circuits on both phones at the Alpha
store had been activated.

Miss Springer wasn’t sure why
the phoness had been activated at
such an hour, but she suspected a
fire.  She immediately called the
National Hotel and asked the night
clerk to take a look across the street.
Sure enough, the interior of the
building was engulfed in flames.

The desk clerk began pounding
on doors, awakening the guests and
preparing them for possible evacua-
tion.  Meanwhile, the night watch-
man at Firehouse #1 on Main Street
heard the crackling of exploding
ammunition and his attention was
drawn to the building.  He sounded
the alarm there about the same time
that Emil Ott ran down from his
home on Broad and began ringing
the fire bell at Firehouse #2.

The local fire department was
able to connect nine hose lines and
the Tahoe National Forest yard sent
a tanker to the fire.  In addition,
Grass Valley was called and their
firemen quickly responded.  Also, a
fire-safety water monitor on top of
the Masonic Lodge began spraying
nearby rooftops.

By sunrise, the fire was out and
Fred Cassidy, manager of the Alpha
Company, was on the scene survey-
ing damages.  Once Cassidy had a
chance to meet with insurance
adjusters, reconstruction began.
And since it had been built of con-
crete in 1917, all four walls survived
the immense heat..
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Regular Member Renewals

Adecco

Annie Horan’s Bed & Breakfast Inn

Anthony W. Halby Insurance

Art in Bloom

Best Rate Travel & Telecom

Best Western Gold Country Inn

Big Springs Garden

C.M.B. Enterprises

California Organics

Comcast

Confectionary Mine

Connor & Connor Construction

Contrast

Copy Right

Downieville River Inn & Resort

Edward Jones Investments

Empire Home Loan Corporation

Fenrich Enterprises

Friar Tuck’s Restaurant & Bar

Gold Hill Retreat & Olive Oil Company

Grass Valley, Inc.

Grass Valley Sign

Holbrooke Hotel, LLC

Holdrege & Kull

Holiday Lodge

Idaho Maryland Mining

Indian Hill Ranch & Gardens

Inner Sanctum

Insight

Judi’s of Nevada City

KKDV (Keith Kerns Digital Video)

LaCache

Las Katarinas, LLC

Life’s Best Inn Tents

Ludi Hinrichs Music Services

Mackey Real Estate

Mike Bratton – State Farm Insurance

Mimi Simmons – ERA Cornerstone Realty Group

Mountain Pastimes

Mowen–Solinsky Gallery

Network Real Estate – Grass Valley

Nevada City Apothecary

Nevada City Carriage Company

Nevada City Furniture & Mattress

Nevada County Brush Clearing & Hauling

Nevada County Hearing Aid Center

New Moon Cafe

Northern Queen Inn

Novak’s

Paul Law Realty – GMAC Real Estate

PG Dettner & His Nostalgic Piano Lounge

Port of Subs

Rick Dejesus – Coldwell Banker Grass Roots Realty

Ridgewood Associates

Robinson Architects, Inc.

Scarlett Musical Entertainment

Scott Jackson’s Real Life Fitness

Scott Realty & Investments

Sierra Mountain Inn

Street Magic Limousine & Auto Detail

SureWest Directories

The Tanglewood Forest Gallery

The Union

Weaver Auto/Truck Center



Mark Your Calender!!
Saturday • January 26, 2008

Miners Foundry Cultural Center

106TH ANNUAL
INSTALLATION & AWARDS DINNER

Social Hour at 6:00 p.m.
Dinner at 7:00 p.m.

For Reservations Call:  265-2692

Calendar of Events

November 19, 2007
Board of Directors Meeting

5:30 p.m. at City Hall

December 5, 9, 12, 16 & 19
Victorian Christmas

Downtown Nevada City

December 6, 2007
Chamber Christmas Mixer
5:30 at The National Hotel

December 17, 2007
Election of Board Officers
12:00 noon (Location TBA)

January 26, 2008
106th Installation/Awards Dinner

7:00 p.m. at Miners Foundry

Nevada City
Chamber of Commerce
132 Main Street
Nevada City, CA 95959
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